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P R E F A C E . 

T H E D E S I G N O F T H I S W O B K . 

—A general idea of the Protestant Jidlylwi, and (hv variations of it. The 
discovery of them usrjnl to true tMrihf ami f/w pcna-ff the human mind.— 
The Authors to whom reference h made in. this llistonj. 

IF Protestants knew thoroughly how their religion was form­
ed ; with how many variations and with what inconstancy their 
confessions of faith were drawn up; how they first separated 
themselves from us, and afterwards from one another; by how 
many subtleties, evasions, and equivocations, they labored to 
repair their divisions, and to re-unite the scattered members of 
their disjointed reformation; this reformation of which they 
boast would afford them but little satisfaction, or rather, to 
speak my mind more freely, it would excite in them only feel­
ings of contempt. It is the history of these variations, these 
subtleties, these equivocations, and these artifices, which I de­
sign to write; but in order to render this detail more useful 
to them, some principles must be laid down which they cannot 
contravene, and which the current of a narration would not 
permit me to deduce, when once engaged in it. 

2.—Variations in faith a certain proof of falsehood.—Those of the Arians.— 
Steadiness of the Catholic Church. 

When in expositions of faith, variations were seen among 
Christians, they were ever considered as a mark of falsehood 
and inconsistency, if I may so speak, in the doctrine pro­
pounded. Faith speaks with simplicity; the Holy Ghost sheds 
pure light; and the truth which he teaches has a language 
always uniform. Whoever is but the least conversant in the 
history of the Church, must know she opposed to each heies) 
appropriate and precise expositions which she never altered ; 
and if we attend to the expressions by which she condemned 
heretics, it will appear that they always proceed by the shortest 
and most direct route to attack the error in its source. She 
acts thus, because all that varies, all that is overlaid with do J.>t-
ful or studiously ambiguous terms, has always appeared sus* 
picious, and not only fraudulent, but even absolutely false, b«-
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cause it betrays an embarrassment with which truth is unao 
quainted. 

This was one of the grounds on which the ancient doctors 
condemned the Arians, who were constantly making new con­
fessions of faitht without ever being able to settle themselves. 
Since their first confession of faith, which was made by Ari is, 
arid presented by this arch-heretic to his bishop, Alexander, 
they never ceased to vary. With this did St. Hilary reproach 
Constantius, the protector of those heretics; and whilst this 
emperor called new councils to reform their creeds and frame 
new confessions of faith, this holy bishop addressed him in 
these forcible words:* "Your case is similar to that of un­
skilful architects, who are never pleased with their own work. 
You do nothing but build up and pull down; whereas the 
Catholic Church, the first time it assembled, raised an immor­
tal edifice, and gave in the symbol of Nice so full a declaration 
of truth, that to condemn Arianiam for ever, nothing more is 
necessary than to repeat that creed." 

3.—The character of heresies it to bz changeable—a celebrated passage of 
TertuUian. 

But they are not the Arians alone who have varied in this 
manner. From the origin of Christianity, all heresies have 
had the same character, and long before the time of Arius, 
TertuUian had said :"(" ** Heretics vary in their rules ; namely, 
in their confessions of faith; every one of them thinks he has 
a right to change and model what he has received according to 
his own fancy, as the author of the sect composed it according 
to his own fancy. Heresy never changes its proper nature in 
never ceasing to innovate; and the progress of the thing is like 
to its origin. What is permitted to Valentine is allowed to the 
Yalentinians; the Marcionites have equal power with Marcion, 
nor have the authors of a heresy more right to innovate than 
their disciples. All changes in heresy, and when examined to 
the bottom, it is found, in course if time, entirely different in 
many points from what it had beeti at its birth." 

4.—This character of heresy recognised in all ages of the Church. 
This character of heresy has been always observed by Cath­

olics, and two holy authors of the eighth century J have written 
" that heresy, however old, is always in itself a novelty; but 
that, the better to retain the title of being new, it innovates 
daily, and daily changes its doctrine." 

5.—The charter of immutability in Faith of the Catlwlic Church. 
But whilst heresies, always varying, agree not with them­

selves, and are continually introducing new rules, that is to 
• Lib. contra Const N. S3. Col. 1254 f De Prater, & 4& 

1 Eth. ct Beat lib. 1. contra Eliss. 
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say, new symbols, TertuUian says, " That m the church, the 
rule of faith is unalterable, and never to be reformed."* It is 
so, because the church which professeu to speak, and teacxi 
nothing but what she hath received, does not vary; and on the 
contrary, heresy, which began by innovating, daily innovates, 
and changes not its nature. 

ml principle of instability in all new doctrines.—St. Paul.—St Chrysostonu 
Hence, St. Chrysostom, speaking of this precept of the 

Apostle, " Shun profane babblings which will increase into 
more ungodliness,"! 4 4 avoid novelties in your discourses, for 
things do not stop there; one novelty begets another, ana 
taere is no end to error when once you have begun to err." 

7.—Two causes of instability in heresies. 

In heresies, two things cause this disorder: one drawn from 
the nature of the human mind, which having once tasted the 
bait of novelty, ceases not to seek with disordered appetite 
this deceitful allurement; the other is drawn from the differ­
ence that exists between the works of God and those of man 
The Catholic truth proceeding from God, has its perfection a 
once ; heresy, the feeble offspring of the human mind, can be 
formed only by ill-fitting patches. When, contrary to the pre­
cept of the wise man, we venture to remove J 4 4 the ancient 
landmarks set by our fathers," and to reform the doctrine once 
received among the faithful, we launch forth, without a thorough 
insight into the consequences of our attempt. That, which at 
the commencement, a false light, made us hazard, is found 
attended with such inconsistencies, as to oblige these reformers 
every day to reform themselves, so that they cannot tell when 
their own minds are at rest, or their innovations terminated. 

S.—What those variations ORE, which we undertake to slww in Protestant 
Churches. 

These are the solid and steady principles by which I under­
take to demonstrate to Protestants the falsehood of their doc­
trine, from their continual variations, and the unstable manner 
IN which they have explained their dogmas. I do not speak of 
the unsteadiness of individuals, but of the body of the church, 
in the books which they call symbolical; namely, those tha 
have been made to express the consent of the churche i ; in a 
word, from their own confessions of faith, decreed, signed and 
published; the doctrine of which has been given out as the doc­
trine containing nothing but the pure word of God, and which, 
notwithstanding, has been changed IN so many different ways IN 
its chief articles. 

* De Berg. vel. N , 1 . t Thorn. 5 in 2, AD Tim. \ Proverb* u i i , 
1 * 
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!».—Thv Protestant party divided into two mum bodies. 

But when treating of those who, in these latter ages, have 
called themselves Kcformcd, it is not my design to speak of 
the Socinians, nor the different societies of Anabaptists, nor of 
the other different sects which have sprung up in England and 
elsewhere, in the bosom of the new reformation; but of those 
two bodies only, one of which is composed of Lutherans, 
namely, those who have for their rule the Confession of Augs­
burg; the other, who follow the sentiments of Zwinglius and 
Calvin. The former, in the institution of the Eucharist, de­
fend the literal sense; the latter, the figurative. By this char­
acter chiefly shall I distinguish one from the other; though 
many other very weighty and very important differences exist 
between them, as will appear by what follows. 

10.—Tlie variations of one party arc a preof ayainst the other, chiefly those of 
Lather and the Lutherans. 

The Lutherans will tell us here, that t\iey are very little 
concerned in the variations and conduct of Zwinglians and 
Calvinists; and some of those may imagine in their turn, that 
the inconstancy of Lutherans affects them as little: but both 
one and the other are mistaken, since the Lutherans can see 
in the Calvinists the consequences of those commotions which 
they excited; and, on the contrary, the Calvinists ought to 
remark in the Lutherans the disorder and uncertainty of that 
original which they have followed. But the Calvinists in par­
ticular, cannot deny, that they have always looked upon Luther 
and the Lutherans, as the authors of their reformation, and not 
to speak of Calvin, who often mentioned Luther with respect, 
as the head of the reformation, we shall see, in the sequel of 
this history, that all the Calvinists, (by this name I call the sec­
ond party of Protestants,) the Germans, English, Hungarians, 
Poles, Dutch, and all others in general, who assembled at 
Frankfort,* through the influence of Queen Elizabeth, all these 
having acknowledged "those of the Confession of Augsburg," 
namely, the Lutherans, " a s the first that gave a new birth to 
the church," acknowledge also the Confession of Augsburg as 
common to the whole party, " which they did not pretend to 
contradict, but to * understand correctly;'" and this in one 
article only, that of the Supper; for this reason also naming 
amongst their fathers, not only Zwinglius, Bucer, and Calvin, 
but Luther and Melancthon, and placing Luther at the head of 
all the reformers. 

After that, let them say that the variations of Luther and 
the Lutherans affect them not; we will tell them, on the con-

* Act. Auth. Blond, p. «5. 
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muy, that, according to then own principles, and their own 
declaiations, to show the variations and inconsistencies of Lu 
ther and the Lutherans, is to point out the spirit of giddiness 
in the source of the reformation, and the head where it had 
been first conceived. 

11.—The collection of the Confessions of Faith, printed at Geneva, 
A long time since, a collection of Confessions of Faith ha* 

been printed at Geneva,* in which with that of the defenders 
of the figurative sense, namely, that of France and the Swiss, 
are also those of the defenders of the literal sense, namely 
that of Augsburg and some others. What is still more re • 
markable is this, that though the confessions there collected be 
so different, and in many articles of faith condemn one another, 
in the preface to this collection, they are, notwithstanding, pro­
posed " as one entire body of sacred divinity, and as authentic 
records, which men ought to have recourse to in order to know 
the ancient and primitive faith." They are dedicated to the 
kings of England, Scotland, Denmark, and Sweden, and those 
princes and republics by whom they are followed. That those 
kings and states should be separated from each other in com­
munion, as well as in faith, is a matter of no consequence 
Those of Geneva address them, notwithstanding, as true be­
lievers, 4 4 enlightened in these latter times by the special grace 
of God, with the true light of the Gospel," and then present 
them with all these confessions of faith, as 4 4 an external monu­
ment of the extraordinary piety of their ancestors." 

12.—The Calvinists approve of the Lutheran Confessions of Faith, at least, as 
containing nothing contrary to fundamental points. 

It is because these doctrines are equally adopted by the 
Calvinists, either as absolutely true, or at least as having noth­
ing in them contrary to the foundation of faith ; hence it fol­
lows, that when we shall see in this history the doctrine of the 
confessions of faith not only of France and Switzerland, and 
the other defenders of the figurative sense, but of Augsburg 
and others set forth by the Lutherans, this doctrine must not 
be considered as foreign to Calvinism, but as a doctrine which 
the Calvinists have approved expressly as true, or left uncen-
sured in the most authentic acts that have passed among them 

13.—The Lutheran Confessions of Faith. 

I shall say less of the Lutherans, who instead of being 
moved by the authority of those who defend the figurative 
sense, have nothing but a contempt and aversion for their sen­
timents. Their own inconstancy ought to onfound them. 
When we should but read the titles of their Confessions ot 

* Syntagma Conf. Fidei. Gen. 1654 
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Faith, *n (his Geneva collection, and in the other books of tb« 
same kind, where they are collected togpthei into a body, we 
would be astonished at their multitude. The lirst tliat appears 
is that of Augsburg, whence the Lutherans derive their name. 
It will be seen as presented to Charles Y, in 1530, and after 
that to have been touched and retouched several times. Me-
lanchton who had penned it, entirely altered the sense of it in 
the apology which he wrote afterwards. This apology was sub­
scribed to by the whole party. Thus it was changed in coming 
forth from the hands of its very author. From that time they 
never ceased reforming and explaining it in different ways; so 
difficult these reformers found it to satisfy themselves, and so 
little accustomed to teach precisely what was to be believed. 
But, as if one confession of faith alone were not sufficient on 
the same subject, Luther judged it necessary for him to deliver 
his sentiments after another manner ; and in 1537, he drew up 
the articles of Smalcald, in order to have them presented to the 
council which Paul III had called at Mantua. These articles 
were signed by the whole party, and are inserted in what the 
Lutherans call the Book of Concord.* 

This explication did not fully satisfy. It was necessary to 
draw up the confession called Saxonic, which was presented to 
the Council of Trent in 1551, and that of Wirtemberg, which 
in 1552 was also presented to the same council. 

To these are to be added the explications of the church of 
Wirtemberg, the birthplace of the Reformation, and the rest of 
them, which shall in order take their place in this history; par­
ticularly those of the Book of Concord, in the Abridgment 
of Articles/' and also in the same book, the " Explications 
Repeated." All these are so many several confessions of 
faith, authentically published by the party, embraced by some 
churches, impugned by others in points the most important; 
and yet these churches would wish to appear as forming one 
body, because, through policy, they dissemble their dissensions 
on ubiquity and other matters. 
i4 .—The Confessions of Faith of the Figurative-Sense Defenders, and the 

second party of Protestants. 
Nor was the other party of Protestants less fruitful in con­

fessions of faith. At die same time that the Confession of 
Augsburg was presented to Charles V, those who dissented 
from it presented to him their own, published in the name of 
four cities of the empire, the first of which was Strasburg. 

This so little pleased the defenders of the figurative sense, 
that every one would make his own ; we shall see four or five 
after the fancy of the Swiss. But if the Zwinglian minister* 

* Concord, pp. 298, 730, 570, 778. 
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had their way of thinking, others were no less singular in 
:heirs : this diversity gave rise to the confession of France ana 
Geneva. About the same time were published two confes­
sions of faith in the name of the Church of England ; as 
many in the name of the Kirk of Scotland. Frederick III, Elec­
tor Palatine, would make his own separately and apart; this, 
with the others, took its place in the collection of Geneva 
The Dutch would adhere to none of those already made : we 
have, therefore, a Dutch confession of faith approved by the 
Synod of Dort. But why should not the Calvinists of Po­
land have theirs '{ Indeed, though they had subscribed the last 
confession of the Zuinglians, yet we still find they published 
another at the Synod of Czenger. Not satisfied with this, 
assembled at Sendomir, with the Lutherans and Vaudois, they 
agree to a new way of expounding the article on the Eucha­
rist,—yet so that none of them departed from their former sen­
timents. 
15.—Other authentic Acts,—How these variations prove the weakness of the 

Protestant Religion. 
To omit the confession of faith framed by the Bohemians 

who wished to please both parties of the new reformation—I 
speak not of the treaties of concord which were made between 
the churches with so many variations and so many equivoca­
tions, they will appeai in their proper place, with the decision* 
of national synods, and the other confessions of faith made in 
different circumstances. Great God ! Is it possible, that upon 
the same matters and the same questions, so many multiplied 
acts, so many decisions, and different confessions of faith are 
necessary'( And yet I cannot boast that I know all, and I 
know that I cannot find all. The Catholic Church never had 
occasion to oppose the same heresy a second time ; but the 
churches of the new reformation, which has produced such a 
number, strange to say, and yet true, are not yet content! And 
we shall see in this history that the Calvinists have new confes­
sions, which have suppressed or reformed all the others. 

These variations fill us with astonishment. They will ap­
pear worse when we learn the detail and the manner in wh'ch 
these acts, so authentic, were drawn up. We are amused—I 
speak it without exaggeration—with the name of a confession 
of faith—and nothing has been less serious in the new refor­
mation than that which is most serious in all religion. 
16.—The Protestants are ashamed of so **iany Confessions of Fatih*—The vain 

pretexts by u hich the% tadeavor to excuse them. 
This prodigious multitude of confessions of faith has alarmed 

those who made them : we shall see the weak reasons by which 
they endeavor to excuse them : but I cannot avoid mention-
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mg those which have been set forth in the preface of the 
collection of Geneva,* because they are general, and bear 
equally upon all the churches which call themselves reformed. 

The first reason assigned to establish the necessity of multi­
plying these confessions is, that as many articles of faith were 
attacked, it became necessary to oppose many confessions to 
this great number of errors. I agree to the justice of iiis 
easoning and at the same time, by a contrary reason, I de­

monstrate the absurdity of all these confessions of faith of the 
Protestants, since all, as it appears by reading the titles, only 
regard articles precisely the same; so that we can address 
them with St. Athanasius,*f 4 4 Why a new council—new confes­
sions—a new cieed? What new question has been raised?" 

Another excuse alleged is, that the whole world ought (as 
the apostle says,) to render an account of their faith, so that 
the churches spread in different places, have a right to declare 
their belief by a public testimony; as if all the churches in the 
world, however separated they may be, cannot agree in the 
same testimony, when they have the same belief; as, in fact, 
from the origin of Christianity we have witnessed a like con­
sent in the churches. Who will show me that the churches ot 
the east have had in primitive times a confession different from 
that of the west ? Has not the symbol of Nice served equally 
as a testimony against all the Arians—the definition of Chal-
cedon against all the Eutychians—the eight chapters of Car­
thage against all the Pelagians ? and so of the rest. 

But, say the Trotestants, was there one of the reformed 
churches which could make a law for all the rest 1 N o , cer­
tainly ; all these new churches, under the pretext of shaking 
off domination have deprived themselves of order, and are 
unable to preserve the principle of unity. But, in fine, if the 
truth governs all, as they boast, to unite them in one confes­
sion of faith, nothing more is necessary than that all should 
enter into the sentiment of him to whom God had given the 
grace first to explain the truth. 

In fine, we read in the preface of Geneva, that if the refor­
mation had produced but one confession of faith, this consent 
might have been taken for a studied combination ; whereas, a 
concordance between so many churches, and confessions of 
faith, without agreement, is the work of the Holy Ghost. 
This agreement would indeed be surprising; but, unfortunately 
t is not found in these confessions of faith ; and from this his­

tory it will appear, that in a matter so serious there never was 
luch inconstancy. 

* Syn:, Conf. Pr»f. t Athan de Syn. «t Ep. ad Afe 
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7.—Tue Protestants, oj the two partiss in vain en drover to re u i ite under ont 
sole ami uniform Confession of Faith. 

This great evil was deeply felt in the reformation, and the 
attempt to remedy it proved fruitless All the second party 
of Protestants held a general assembly to draw up a COMMOL. 
confession oc faith ; but we SEE by the acts, that having no 
principle of unity, an agreement was impossible.* 

The Lutherans, who appeared more united IN the confession 
of-Augsburg, were not less embarrassed with different editions 
and could find therein NO better remedy. | 

3.—Hoio much th&c varieties degenerate from the ancient simplicity of 
Christianity. 

We shall be tired, no doubt, of witnessing these variations, 
*nd so many false subtleties of the new reformation ; so many 
cavils on words ; SO many different agreements ; so many 
equivocations and forced explanations, ON which these have 
been founded. Is this, IT will be often said, the Christian reli­
gion, which the Pagans have formerly admired as SO simple, so 
pure, so precise in its dogmas ? Is this the Christian religion, 
perfect and simple ? No , certainly IT IS not. Ammian Mar-
cellin was right when he said, that Constantius, by all his 
councils and all his symbols, had strayed from this admirable 
simplicity, and that he had weakened the whole vigor of the 
faith, by the perpetual fear which he entertained lest he should 
be deceived in his sentiments. J 
19.—Why it xoill be very necessary in this history to speak of those whom the 

Protestants call the Reformers. 

While IT is my intention to represent in this work the confes­
sions of faith and the other public acts, where the variations 
appeared not only of individuals, but of entire churches of the 
new reformation, at the same time I cannot avoid speaking of 
the chiefs OF the party who have drawn up these confessions, 
or have made those changes. Thus Luther, Melancthon, Car-
lostad, Zuinglius, Bucer, Ecolampadius, Calvin, and the others, 
will appear often in their places ; but I shall not say anything 
which is not taken from their own writing, OR authors above 
suspicion, SO that there will not be in all this narrative any fad 
that is not certain and useful in elucidating the variations whosr 
history I write. 
$0.—Parts of this history, whence they are drawn,— Why no history more cer­

tain and more authentic than this. 

With regard to the public acts of Protestants, besides theii 
confessions of faith and their catechisms, which are in th€ 
nands of the whole world, 1 have found some others in the col-

* Liv. 12. t I b i d . 3 , 3 . t A m m i a n M a r c e l , l i b . 21 


