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Foreword 
Count Anthony H. O'Brien of Thomond is unusually well 

qualified to write a memoir on Archbishop Stepinac. A sojourn 
in Yugoslavia, knowledge of the country and its language, per­
sonal friendship with Archbishop Stepinac in recent years, are 
exceptional advantages. In addition, long training in higher 
legal science and in literary work has given him the judicial 
balance and power of exposition that one looks for in the careful 
handling of a difficult theme. 

The case of Archbishop Stepinac is very complex and very 
simple. 

The position of an Archbishop-Primate in a country like 
Yugoslavia, at a period such as that which we have witnessed, 
necessarily required the Archbishop to enter into relations with 
every movement and every manner of person. His life must then 
seem to be a maze of difficulties. 

On the other hand, the directness of the supernatural ideal 
which guided the Archbishop allows us at once to understand 
his attitude in any position of crisis. The Archbishop was always 
the spiritual Ruler and Teacher of his flock. 

In his trial and unjust condemnation, therefore, Archbishop 
Stepinac is but another symbol of the unending persecution of 
the One True Church. 

We are grateful to Count O'Brien of Thomond for having 
firmly cut through the tangle of national and international 
politics to delineate with accuracy the heroic charity and courage 
of this Catholic Archbishop-Primate, who has confessed the Faith 
before men. 

IFI JOHN C. MCQUAID 
Archbishop of Dublin, 

Peast of Our Lady of Lourdes, 1947. Primate of Ireland. 
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Preface 

EVER since the arrest of Mgr. Stepinac I have considered it 
my sacred duty to tell all men of good will that all the 
accusations brought against him are either pure falsifica­

tions or gross distortions and malicious misrepresentations of 
the facts. 

Close connections with Yugoslavia for over a quarter of a cen­
tury certainly give me the right and the competence to do so. For 
more than five years I stayed in that country—two years and a half 
of them in Zagreb where I had the opportunity of speaking with 
Mgr. Stepinac once a week at least and thus becoming fully 
acquainted with his personality and his activity, his views and 
his opinions. 

This book is but an imperfect attempt to sketch the outstand­
ing figure of this great, wise, and saintly Prelate; a small contri­
bution to the fight against the persecution of the "Yugoslav 
Cardinal von Galen" and the "Merrier of our time"; a humble 
token of my everlasting gratitude for his friendship of which I 
shall remain proud to the end of my days. 

May Our Lady of Marija Bistritza, the Patroness of Croatia, 
whose devoted son and zealous servant Mgr. Stepinac has been 
all his life, guide this book on its way so that it may achieve its 
aim: to makeats readers realise, and raise their voices against, 
the crime committed by the enemies of Christ and His Church 
in depriving Mgr. Stepinac of his personal freedom and impeding 
his labours for God and the people of Croatia. 

OB.—Th. 

Dublin, New Year's Eve, 1946. 
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Into Exile 

AT 7:30 p.m. on March 11, 1938, Dr. Kurt von Schuschnigg 
had broadcast his last speech as Chancellor of a free and 

" independent Austria. 
Hardly ten hours later a group of SS. men searched my house 

in Vienna for hours and then took me to the Police Head­
quarters. After an almost continuous 48-hour interrogation I was 
sent to the Central Police Prison. There I spent more than three 
weeks, together with 15 other people, in a small cell, thirteen feet 
by seven, till I was transferred to the County Court Prison. On 
June 25 I was suddenly informed that I could go home. Very 
soon I discovered, however, that I had a home no longer, for in 
the meantime my house and everything in it had been requisi­
tioned and converted into a home for the Hitler Youth. 

Early in August, while I was still considering where to go to 
abroad, I received a confidential warning of the Germans' inten­
tion of confining me to the town of Gotha in Thuringia. So I 
went to "visit" friends whose estate was but a few miles from the 
border, and in the night of August 20 I was rowed across the 
river March, which formed the eastern frontier between Austria 
and Czechoslovakia. 

Living in Prague I witnessed the development of the Sudeten 
crisis, the Czechs' firm determination to resist Hitler's threats and 
their betrayal by England and France in the dark days of Munich. 
Fully aware that—in spite of Hitler's solemn declaration—the 
cession of the Sudetenland was not his "last territorial demand," 
but only the first of many to come, I was thinking hard where to 
go next. 

On November 26 a friend of mine, a high official in the 
Czechoslovak Ministry of Foreign Affairs, rang me up and asked 
me to come and see him at once as he had some very important 
and urgent news. When I called at his office he told me that the 
German Legation had demanded my extradition for "instigation 
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