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INTRODUCTION

Among the varied influences that are ceaselessly en-
gaged in shaping American ideas and molding Ameri-
can life, Freemasonry must, in all fairness, be con-
ceded a prominent place. Its principles are scattered
broadcast by our daily press; its labors for humanity
are the constant theme of tongue and pen; its mem-
bers are, in great part, our lawgivers, our judges, our
rulers; even the presidents of our republic openly join
its ranks; the educators of our youth in school and
university are often its adherents, and encourage
among their pupils societies which ape its secrecy
and methods and prepare the young to become its
zealous partisans in after life. To crown all, Protes-
tant ministers and bishops are its initiates and advo-
cates, so that often not only the corner stones of our
public buildings, but even those of Protestant churches,
are laid by its officers and consecrated by its mystic
rites. To deny its influence among us, would be to
deny a fact plainer than the light of day.

And if we are to believe the open protestations
of American Freemasonry, we should not grudge it its
numbers or its power. It is,” it asserts, “a purely
benevolent association, in which there is no harm.
It admits all religions in a spirit of universal tolerance.
No atheist can be a member. It teaches brotherly
love and universal benevolence, the fatherhood of God
and the brotherhood of man. It requires a man to
be moral; enforces respect for authority; assists its

i1



iv INTRODUCTION

associates in life, and when death calls them to a
better sphere, consigns dust to dust with appropriate
ceremonies and provides with solicitous care for the
widow and the orphan.” If this be American Ma-
sonry, and the whole of American Masonry; if there
be nothing objectionable concealed behind all these
and masked by these, opposition to American Masonry
is hard to be conceived.

Yet there is opposition to American Freemasonry,
and strong opposition, in a quarter from which, if
Masonry’s assurances are sincere, we should least
expect to meet it; opposition and condemnation from
a power remarkable for its own deeds of benevolence
— the Catholic Church. Is it ignorance on her part?
Is it prejudice and bigotry? Is it the pettiness of
wounded pride at finding a powerful competitor in the
field? Is it priestly tyranny which will suffer no in-
fluence even for good, if dissevered from its own?
The present Study will, we hope, throw light upon all
these points, which cannot but interest the inquisitive
mind.

“ But what guides,” it will be asked, “are we to
follow in our Study? ”— Guides, we answer, to
whom no exception can be taken; guides who certainly
know of what they speak; guides who will speak
in all sincerity, since they do not speak for us,
but for the instruction of those of whom they are the
acknowledged and accepted teachers. We shall use
standard works of American Freemasonry, the works
of such celebrated Masonic authorities as Bro. Albert
G. Mackey and Bro. Albert Pike.

To show that we are not exaggerating the authen-
ticity of our sources, which indeed no educated Ameri-
can Mason would for a moment deny, our readers will
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permit us to give, mn the words of a Masonic Brother,
a brief notice of their Masonic life and literary labors.

“It 1s in Masonry,” says Bro. C. T. McClenachan
in his Memoir of Dr. Mackey, written for the Ira-
ternity, “that Dr. Mackey attained his greatest
celebrity, for to that and its kindred sciences he de-
voted the best years of his life. He was initiated,
passed, and raised to the sublime degree of Master
Mason in 1841, in St. Andrew’s Lodge, No. 10, at
Charleston, S. C.; immediately afterwards he affiliated
with Solomon’s Lodge, No. 1, of the same city, and
in December, 1842, was elected Master thereof. In
the following year, 1843, he was elected Grand Secre-
tary, and in March, 1845, Grand Lecturer of the
Grand Lodge of South Carolina. In both offices he
was continued uninterruptedly until 1866, combining
with the duties of the Secretariat that of preparing the
Reports on Foreign Correspondence. In the Grand
Chapter of the Royal Arch Masons of South Caro-
lina, Dr. Mackey was elected Grand Lecturer in 1845,
Deputy Grand High Priest in 1847, and in each suc-
cessive year, until 1854, when he was made Grand
High Priest, in which position he served, by continu-
ous re-elections, until 1867. Upon the organization,
in 1860, in South Carolina of a Grand Council of
Royal and Select Masters, he was elected Grand
Master. During the period he filled these important
positions, in the Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter, and
Grand Council of South Carolina, he exercised a
potential and heneficial influence over the Masonry of
that State, which grew under his fostering care from a
condition of weakness to one of great prosperity.
His Annual Reports on Foreign Correspondence, and
his instructive lectures and addresses, gave him a rep-
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utation which was shared by the Bodies he represented.
In 1859, the Royal Arch Masons of the United
States, at their triennial convocation in Chicago,
elected him to the highest position within their gift,
that of General Grand High Priest — an office which
he held for six years. At an early period, Dr. Mackey
took an interest in Scottish Rite Masonry, the ab-
struse philosophy of which he found congenial. In
1844, he received the Thirty-third or ultimate degree
of that rite, became a member of the Supreme Council
for the Southern Jurisdiction of the United States,
and was immediately elected its Secretary-General,
which [office] he continuously occupied until his death.
For many years he was the oldest member of the
Rite i the United States, in virtue of which he held
the position of Dean of the Council, and, as a mark of
respect and esteem, that Supreme Body, by special
enactment, made the office of Secretary-General, which
is usually the sixth in rank, the third office during his
life.

“As a contributor to the literature and science of
Freemasonry, Dr. Mackey’s labors have been more
extensive than those of any other in this country or
in Europe. Robert Morris, than whom no one has
had better opportunities of judging, said in 1856, in
his Reminiscences, that ¢ the character of Dr. Mackey
as a profound and lucid historian and writer in all
departments of Masonry is, we conceive, unequaled
by any living writer, unless it be the venerable Dr.
Oliver of England.” (Encyclopedia of Freema-=
sonry, Iid. of 1900, pp. 916-917.)

Not content with this tribute of esteem, Bro. Mc-
Clenachan, in his “ Addendum ” to Dr. Mackey’s En-
cyclopedia of Freemasonry (Preface, p. 921), adds:
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* As the young student or older devotee looks for,
and is entitled to receive, the latest Masonic informa-
tion and deductions derived from research in a work
of this class, I have with diffidence undertaken to
carry on the work of the Doctor from the standpoint
where he ceased his labors ten years ago; not by
withdrawing a word from or interpolating the original,
Lut by means of a voluminous Addendum replacing
the few pages of supplement that concluded the
original work, and which consisted of material in-
cidentally omitted in its relative position. This ad-
dition, therefore, 1s a more complete compilation of
subsequent discoveries and opinions. o
This Addendum, therefore, is offered as a loving
tribute to an esteemed author, who had no peer in his
successful endeavors to add so materially to the gen-
eral information of the Craft.”

We may, therefore, as is evident, safely trust our-
selves in Masonic matters to the tutelage of such a
master. He knows whereof he speaks, for besides
filling some of the highest positions in the order, he
was the accredited teacher of his Brethren for nearly
four decades, from 1841 to his death, in 1881. He
will tell us the truth, for he is writing for those whom
he is anxious to instruct and is confident that his mean-
ing will escape our grasp.

““ The truth is,” he says in his Encyclopedia of Free-
masonry, p. 617, “ that men who are not Masons never
read authentic Masonic works. They have no in-
terest in the topics discussed, and could not under-
stand them, from a want of the preparatory education
which the Lodge alone can supply. Therefore, were
a writer even to trench a little on what may be con-
sidered as being really the arcana of Masonry, there
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is no danger of his thus making an improper revelation
to improper persons.”

The Doctor fortunately for us is in error when he
asserts that we do not read authentic Masonic books.
We shall use freely his Encyclopedia of Freemasonry,
his Lexicon of Freemasonry, his Symbolisin of Free-
masonry, his Masonic Jurisprudence, and his Masonic
Ritualist,— all standard works of American Free-
masonry. He is in error also when he imagines that
we are not interested, and deeply interested, in the
topics which his learned works discuss. We venture
to hope that he is in error also as to our inability to
grasp his meaning, even though we lack the useful in-
structions of the lodge, for enough is said clearly to
indicate, without the shadow of a doubt, what is only
hinted at; and incomplete instruction in one place is
fortunately completed in another.

Of Bro. Albert Pike and his Masonic classic,
Morals and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, some extracts from the
preface of the work and the brief account of Bro.
McClenachan, the continuator of Dr. Mackey’s En-
cyclopedia of Frecmasonry, will be abundantly suffi-
cient.

“The {following work,” says Bro. Pike of his
Morals and Dogma, “ has been prepared by the au-
thority of the Supreme Council of the Thirty-third
‘Degree for the Southern [and Western] Jurisdiction
of the United States, by the Grand Commander [him-
self] and is now published by its direction. It con-
tains the Lectures of the Ancient and Accepted Scot-
tish Rite in that jurisdiction and is specially intended
to be read and studied by the DBrethren of that
obedience, in connection with the Rituals of the De-
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grees. It is hoped and expected that each will furnish
himself with a copy and make himself familiar with
it.”

“ It not being intended for the world at large, he has
felt at liberty to make, from all accessible sources, a
compendium of the Morals and Dogma of the Rite,
remould sentences, change and add to words and
phrases, combine them with his own, and use them as
if they were his own, to be dealt with at his pleasure,
and so availed of as to make the whole most valuable
for the purposes intended.”

Bro. Albert Pike, says his biographer, was “ born in
Boston, Mass.,, December 29, 1809. . After
a sojourn in early life in Mexico, he returned to the
United States and settled in Little Rock, Arkansas,
as an editor and lawyer. Subsequent to the war of
the rebellion, in which he had cast his fortunes with
the South, he located in Washington, D. C., uniting
with ex-Senator Robert Johnson in the profession of
the law, making his home, however, in Alexandria.
His library, in extent and selections, is a marvel, es-
pecially in all that pertains to the wonders in ancient
literature Bro. Pike is the Sov[ereign] G[rand]
Commander of the Southern Supreme Council
A[ncient and] A[ccepted] Scottish Rite, having been
elected in 1859. He is Prov[incial] G[rand] Master
of the G[rand] Lodge of the Royal Order of Scotland
in the U. S., and an honorary member of almost
every Supreme Council in the world. His standing as
a Masonic author and historian, and withal as a poet,
is most distinguished, and his untiring zeal is without
a parallel.” (Encyclopedia of Freemasonry, pp. 992,
993.) Pike died in Washington, Apr. 2, 1891I.

We shall therefore allow American Freemasonry
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to speak for itself, regretting only at times that it will
not speak more clearly and fully; and our readers
must pardon us that the occasional fulness of our quo-
tations sometimes introduces extraneous matter, for
we would not for a moment lie under the suspicion
of taking a word or phrase apart from its context and
of so changing its meaning.

As the present work is written for the ordinary
reader, the learned must pardon us for not treating
certain questions in minuteness of detail.? I‘rom prin-
ciples stated they can make their own deductions un-
aided by our efforts, and we shall be enabled to keep
our Study within readable limits.

Finally, it is as a mere contribution to information
concerning American Freemasonry that we offer the
present volume, and not as an exhaustive dissertation
that will leave nothing to be desired. On a number of
interesting themes we shall present to our readers
what American Freemasonry in its most approved
sources gives to its initiates, and remit them for further
information to other authors.

The substance of many of these chapters has already
appeared in THE CATHOLIC FORTNIGHTLY REVIEW.
In presenting the matter, however, in book form to
the public, it has been thought well to condense
some parts and to enlarge others, hoping thus to meet
better the needs and wishes of many readers. Should
success crown our efforts, and the aim, the nature,
and the tenets of American Masonury be better and
more generally understood, we shall feel fully re-
warded for the labor which the preparation of this
volume has entailed.

1 The immediate object of this book will also explain the lit-
erary method employed, the mode of giving references, and a
few other features that may appear at first blush to indicate want
of scholarship or of scientific acumen.



A LIST OF THE CHIEF MASONIC WORKS
UPON WHICH THIS STUDY IS BASED

1. An Encyclopedia of Freemasonry and its Kin-
dred Sciences: Comprising the Whole Range of Arts,
Sciences and Literature as Connected with the Institu-
tion. By Albert G. Mackey, M.D. Philadelphia:
Louis H. Everts & Co. 1906.

2. The Symbolism of Freemasonry: Ilustrating
and Explaining its Science and Philosophy, its Leg-
ends, Myths and Symbols. By Albert G. Mackey,
M.D. New York: Maynard, Merrill & Co., 29, 31,
and 33 East Nineteenth Street.* (Copyrighted in
1869.)

3. Mackey’s Masonic Ritualist: or Monitorial In-
structions in the Degrees from Entered Apprentice to
Select Master. By A. G. Mackey, M.D., Past General
Grand High Priest of the Gen. Grand Chapter of the
United States, Author of “ A Lexicon of Freema-
sonry,” “ Manual of the Lodge,” *“ The Book of the
Chapter,” “ Cryptic Masonry,” etc. New York: May-
nard, Merrill & Co.* (Copyrighted in 1867.)

4. A Lexicon of Freemasonry: Containing a Defini-
tion of all its Communicable Terms, Notices of its
History, Traditions and Antiquities and an Account
of all the Rites and Mysteries of the Ancient World.
By Albert G. Mackey, M.D. Fourteenth Edition, En-
larged and Improved by the Author. New York:
Maynard, Merrill & Co.* (Copyrighted successively
in 1852, 1855, and 1871.)

* Some of these books have no date, because they are re.
prints of standard works,

X1



X1l BIBLIOGRAPHY

5. A Text Book of Masonic Jurisprudence, Illus-
trating the Written and Unwritten Laws of Free-
masonry. By Albert G. Mackey, M.D., Author of a
“Lexicon of Freemasonry,” “ Book of the Chapter,”
etc. Seventh Edition. New York: Maynard, Mer-
rill & Co.* (Copyrighted in 1859.)

6. Movrals and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite of Freemasonry, Prepared for the Su-
preme Council of the Thirty-Third Degree for the
Southern Jurisdiction of the Umnited States and Pub-
lished by its Authority. Macoy Publishing and Ma-
sonic Supply Co., 34 Park Row, N. Y. Charleston:
A.. M. 5641.4 [By Albert Pike.]

* Some of these books have no date, because they are re-
prints of standard works,

t The above date is read Anno Mundi 5641, which in our com-
putation is 1880-81. Dr. Mackey gives this information in his
Encyclopadia of Freemasonry, p. 71: “Anno Mundi. In the
year of the World. The date is used in the Ancient and Ac-
cepted Scottish Rite: found by adding 3760 to the vulgar era
until September. After September add one year more: this is
because the year used is the Hebrew one which begins in Septem-
ber. Thus July 1860 -+ 3760==5620, and October 1860 -+ 3760

+ 1 = g§621.”



CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION
BIBLIOGRAPHY

CHAPTER I
AMERICAN FREEMASONS AND AMERICAN FREEMASONRY

CHAPTER 11
MAasoNic INSTRUCTION

CHAPTER 1II
MEANS oF INSTRUCTION IN AMERICAN FREEMASONRY .

CHAPTER 1V

THE SHoOCK OF ENTRANCE AND THE SHOCK oF ENLIGHTEN-

MENT

CHAPTER V
Is AMERICAN MASONRY A RELIGION? .

CHAPTER VI

PAGE
il
X1

18

38

79

ADDITIONAL LIGHT ON AMERICAN FREEMASONRY AS A RE-

LIGION

CHAPTER VII
AMERICAN FREEMASONRY AND PAGANISM .

CBHAPTER VIII
THE Gop OF AMERICAN FREEMASONRY .

CHAPTER IX

AMERICAN FREEMASONRY AND THE KABBALISTIC JEHOVAH .

CHAPTER X
AMERICAN IFREEMASONRY AND THE HumanN Sour .

94

. 117

. I41

. 170

. 200



xiv CONTLENTS

CHAPTER XI
PAGE

AMERICAN FREEMASONRY AND TIE BipLe . . . . . . . 221

CHAPTER XII

AMERICAN FREEMASONRY IN ITS RELATION To CATHOLICITY
AND CHRISTIANITY . . . .« « « « « « <« . . 249

CHAPTER XIII
WERe BENEDICT XIV AND Prus IX FREEMASONS? . . , . 207

CHAPTER XIV
A Peep INTO THE PROCEEDINGS OF AN AMERICAN LopnGe . . 274

CHAPTER XV
Masonic MorALITY . . . . . . . . . . . . .290

CHAPTER XVI
Masonic BENEVOLENCE . . . . . . . . . . . .316

CHAPTER XVII
MasoNic HisToRY . . . . . . . . .« . . . . .346

CHAPTER XVIII
Is AMERICAN FREEMASONRY ONE WitH LEUROPEAN FREE-
MASONRY? . . . . . .« . « .+ .« .« . . . .38

APPENDIX
THE UNITY OF FREEMASONRY . . . . . . . . . . 413
INDEX . . v « v v v e e e e v e e e e e . 427



CHAPTER I

AMERICAN FREEMASONS AND AMERICAN FREE-
MASONRY

Before entering on any discussion of the nature and
doctrines of American Freemasonry, we must touch
upon a point which, already firinly fixed in the minds
of many of our readers, will, if not fairly met, prej-
udice them against our present Study, and so weaken
the force of all that we may say. The point may be
called that of their own personal experience; and,
how hard it is to weigh a matter calmly when per-
sonal experience bends us one way or the other, every
man of serious and reflecting mind must candidly
admit.

““We have known many Masons,” our readers will
say, “we have known them intimately, and have
found them excellent men, good fathers, faithful hus-
bands, loyal citizens; honest and upright in their deal-
ings; open-handed in their generous benevolence;
prominent in their own church circles; friends even of
the Catholic clergy, who never appealed to them for
assistance in vain; respected by all, and an honor to
the community in which they lived. Such are many of
the Masons whom we have known, and from the
mouths of whom we have learned the nature and the
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aims of the Masonic Order. That they knew thése
aims, needs no stronger proof than the long years
that they have lived as Masons; that they told us the
truth, is witnesscd to by the integrity of their character
and the sincerity of their love."

Against the praise lavishcd on such estimable men
we have not a word to say. How common the type
may be among American Freemasons, we are unable
to state; but we are perfectly willing to believe that
it iIs by no means uncommon. We are willing even
to grant the sincerity of your informants; you must
pardon us, however, if we question their knowledge.
It may seem to you, for the moment, rash and pre-
sumptuous for us to do so; we ask you only to con-
sider our rcasons. We are content to be judged by
them.

We have granted your Masonic friends* candor
and sincerity, for we would avoid ofifending both you
and them. We would, however, submit to your con-
sidération the rule prescribed to them by their Order
in ail their dealings with those who are not Masons.
It is contained in ail Masonic rituals and is found in
Mackcy's Masonic Ritualist, pp. 248 and 249:

" Bchavior in présence of strangers not Masons.—
You shall be cautions in your words and carriage,
that the most penctrating stranger shall not be able to
discover or find out what is not proper to be intimated;
and sometimes you shall divert a discourse, and man-
age it prudently for the honor of the Worshipful Fra-
ternity."  Sccrecy is after ail, rcmember, the very
essence of the institution. " The duty of an Entered
A])prenticc is embraeed by the virtues of silence ' and

" Throitghout tliis volume, except wherc cxpressly indicated,
the italics are ours. In this passage they are Mackey's.



