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Dedication 

To t h e I m m a c u l a t e H e a r t of t h e V i r g i n M a r y , M o t h e r of G o d ; 
t o S t . J o s e p h , P r o t e c t o r of t h e U n i v e r s a l C h u r c h ; t o St . 
T h o m a s A q u i n a s , t h e C a t h o l i c C h u r c h ' s C h o s e n T e a c h e r of 
O r d e r ; to St . T e r e s a of t h e Child J e s u s , t he H e r a l d of t h e 
l o v i n g F a t h e r h o o d of God to a n u n g r a t e f u l wor ld , th i s b o o k 
is h u m b l y a n d l o v i n g l y d e d i c a t e d by t h e a u t h o r . 

" Q u e e n of the M o s t H o l y R o s a r y , H e l p of C h r i s t i a n s , R e f u g e 
of the H u m a n R a c e , W e h u m b l y p r o s t r a t e O u r s e l v e s be fo re t h e e , 
con f iden t of o b t a i n i n g m e r c y a n d of r e c e i v i n g g r a c e and b o u n t i ­
ful a s s i s t a n c e in t h e p r e s e n t c a l a m i t y , n o t b e c a u s e of O u r o w n 
m e r i t s b u t so le ly t h r o u g h t h e g r e a t g o o d n e s s of i h y M a t e r n a l 
H e a r t . 

" W e , a s c o m m o n F a t h e r of t h e C h r i s t i a n family , a s V i c a r of 
H i m t o w h o m w a s g i v e n all p o w e r in h e a v e n and o n e a r t h a n d 
f r o m w h o m W e h a v e r e c e i v e d t h e c a r e of all t he sou ls , r e d e e m e d 
b y H i s P r e c i o u s B l o o d , t h a t p e o p l e t h e e n t i r e w o r l d , to t h y I m ­
m a c u l a t e H e a r t , in t h i s t r a g i c h o u r of h u m a n h i s t o r y , W e confide 
O u r s e l v e s a n d c o n s e c r a t e n o t o n l y H o l y C h u r c h , t h e M y s t i c a l 
B o d y of t h y S o n , w h i c h suffers 1 a n d b leeds in so m a n y p l a c e s , 
a n d is s o r e l y t r i e d in so m a n y w a y s , b u t a l so the e n t i r e w o r l d , 
t o r n b y fierce s t r i f e a n d c o n s u m e d vyith a fire of h a t e , v i c t i m of 
i t s o w n w i c k e d n e s s " ( E x t r a c t f rom P o p e P i u s X I P s B r o a d c a s t to 
P o r t u g a l , 31s t O c t o b e r , 1942) . 





Preface 
T H E A I M O F T H I S B O O K . 

I n m y b o o k , The Mystical Body of Christ in the Modern WorldT 

a f t e r h a v i n g t r e a t e d s u c c i n c t l y of t h e Div ine P l a n for o r d e r , I 
s t r e s s e d e s p e c i a l l y t h e o p p o s i t i o n to t h a t Divine P l a n o w i n g to 
t h e e x i s t e n c e in the w o r l d of fo rces o r g a n i z e d for t h e diffusion of 
N a t u r a l i s m o r A n t i - S u p e r n a t u r a l i s n i . N a t u r a l i s m is in p r a c t i c e 
t h e s a m e t h i n g as o p p o s i t i o n to t h e M y s t i c a l B o d y of Chr i s t , t h e 
C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , i n s t i t u t e d by O u r D i v i n e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t as 
t h e vis ib le e x p r e s s i o n as wel l as the d i v i n e l y - a c c r e d i t e d e x p o n e n t 
of t h e D i v i n e P l a n for o r d e r in t h e wor ld . T o t h a t D i v i n e P l a n 
for o r d e r t h e r e n e i t h e r is n o r c a n be a n y m a n - m a d e a l t e r n a t i v e . 
M a n h a s n o t e v e n g o t the r i g h t to p r o p o s e a n a l t e r n a t i v e . H i s 
d u t y is s i m p l y to t r y to g r a s p w h a t God h a s i n s t i t u t e d a n d t o 
b o w d o w n his head in h u m b l e a c c e p t a n c e . T h u s a lone can he 
ful ly a c k n o w l e d g e G o d ' s R i g h t s , l i e m a y d e b a t e on h o w b e s t to 
a r r a n g e t h e s t r u c t u r e of s o c i e t y in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h God ' s P lan , 
in t h e v a r y i n g c o n c r e t e c i r c u m s t a n c e s of d i f ferent epochs , b u t n o t 
a b o u t w h e t h e r h e o u g h t to a c c e p t G o d ' s P l a n o r d r a w u p his o w n 
s c h e m e . T h e w o r l d m u s t c o n f o r m to O u r L o r d , n o t H e to it. 

I n th i s b o o k I h a v e m o r e e spec ia l ly s t r e s s e d C h r i s t ' s p r o g r a m m e 
for o r d e r in t h e w o r l d a s e l a b o r a t e d b y t h e C h u r c h . I t is t h e d u t y 
of t h o s e w h o be l i eve in a n d love O u r L o r d n o t t o w h i t t l e d o w n 
H i s p r o g r a m m e b u t t o p r e a c h t h e i n t e g r a l t r u t h a n d to u r g e t h e 
w o r l d t o t h e o n e c o u r s e b e f i t t i n g c r e a t u r e s — h u m b l e s u b m i s s i o n 
t o o r d e r . " T h e g e n e r a l w e l l - b e i n g a n d t h e s e c u r i t y of S t a t e s / ' 
w r i t e s P o p e L e o X I I I in t h e E n c y c l i c a l L e t t e r , Tametsi, " d e m a n d 
t h a t m e n s h o u l d be b r o u g h t b a c k t o H i m f rom w h o m t h e y o u g h t 
n e v e r to h a v e d e p a r t e d , to H i m w h o is t h e w a y , t h e t r u t h a n d t h e 
l i fe , a n d n o t o n l y i s o l a t e d i nd iv idua l s b u t h u m a n s o c i e t y a s a w h o l e . 
C h r i s t O u r L o r d m u s t be r e i n s t a t e d as t h e R u l e r of h u m a n soc ie ty . 
I t b e l o n g s t o H i m as do all i ts m e m b e r s . All the e l e m e n t s of t h e 
c o m m o n w e a l t h — l e g a l c o m m a n d s and p roh ib i t i ons , p o p u l a r ins t i ­
t u t i o n s , s c h o o l s , m a r r i a g e , h o m e - l i f e , t h e w o r k s h o p a n d the m a n ­
s ion , all m u s t b e g o t to c o m e to t h a t f o u n t a i n and imb ibe t h e life 
t h a t c o m e s f r o m H i m . . . . T h o s e w h o s e m i n d s r e fu se to ack­
n o w l e d g e C h r i s t , a r e o b s t i n a t e l y s t r i v i n g a g a i n s t God 
T h e l a w of C h r i s t o u g h t to ho ld s w a y in h u m a n s o c i e t y and in 
c o m m u n i t i e s , so as t o be t h e t e a c h e r and g u i d e of pub l ic n o less 


