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its own wickedness” (Extract from Pope Pius XII’s Broadecast to
Portugal, 31st October, 1942).






Preface

THE AIM OF THIS BOOK.

In my book, The Mysticalk Body of Christ in the Modern World,
after having treated succinctly of the Divine Plan for order, |
stressed especially the opposition to that Divine Plan owing to
the existence in the world of forces organized for the diffusion of
Naturalism or Anti-Supernaturalisni. Naturalism is in practice
the same thing as opposition to the Mystical Body of Christ, the
Catholic Church, instituted by Our Divine Lord Jesus Christ as
the visible expression as well as the divinely-accredited exponent
of the Divine Plan for order in the world. To that Divine Plan
for order there neither is nor can be any man-made alternative.
Man has not even got the right to propose an alternative. His
duty is simply to try to grasp what God has instituted and to
bow down his head in humble acceptance. Thus alone can he
fully acknowledge God's Rights, lie may debate on how best to
arrange the structure of society in accordance with God's Plan,
in the varying concrete circumstances of different epochs, but not
about whether he ought to accept God's Plan or draw up his own
scheme. The world must conform to Our Lord, not He to it.

In this book | have more especially stressed Christ's programme
for order in the world as elaborated by the Church. It is the duty
of those who believe in and love Our Lord not to whittle down
His programme but to preach the integral truth and to urge the
world to the one course befitting creatures—humble submission
to order. " The general well-being and the security of States/'
writes Pope Leo XIII in the Encyclical Letter, Tamets, " demand
that men should be brought back to Him from whom they ought
never to have departed, to Him who is the way, the truth and the
life, and not only isolated individuals but human society as a whole.
Christ Our Lord must be reinstated as the Ruler of human society.
It belongs to Him as do all its members. All the elements of the
commonwealth—legal commands and prohibitions, popular insti-
tutions, schools, marriage, home-life, the workshop and the man-
sion, all must be got to come to that fountain and imbibe the life
that comes from Him. . . . Those whose minds refuse to ack-
nowledge Christ, are obstinately striving against God

The law of Christ ought to hold sway in human society and in
communities, so as to be the teacher and guide of public no less



